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BENTON TOWN OFFICERS— 1955
Moderator — Ira E. Elliott
Town Clerk— Wayne I. Wheeler (to December 3, 1955)
Margaret E. Elliott (from January 1, 1956)
Selectmen
John Boutin, Sr. Term expires 1956
Joseph Boutin, Jr. Term expires 1957
James J. Page Term expires 1958
Treasurer Tax Collector
Priscilla Boutin Lulu M. Clark
Highway Agent
John Boutin, Jr.
Supervisors of the Checklist
Ethel A. Boutin Forrest E. Clark
Margaret E. Elliott (to December 31, 1955)
Lena Collins (from January 1, 1956)
Constable
Ethel A. Boutin





Seraphine Harris Term expires 1956
Vevah Leonard Term expires 1957
Lulu M. Clark Term expires 1958
Librarian
Vevah Leonard
Trustees of Trust Funds
Wayne I. Wheeler (to December 3, 1955)
Ira E. Elliot Term expires 1956
James M. Leonard Term expires 1957




Ethel A. Boutin Term expires 1956
Lulu M. Clark Term expires 1957
James M. Leonard Term expires 1958
Sextons
C. Howard Tyler Mountain View Cemetery
Joseph Boutin, Jr. East Cemetery
James J. Page South Cemeteries
Ballot Clerks
Mary Wheeler (to December 3, 1955)
Lulu M. Clark (from January 1, 1956)
Iona Boutin William Harris Lena Collins
Health Officer Relief Agent
John Boutin, Sr. Ethel A. Boutin
TOWN MEETING WARRANT
The State of New Hampshire
To the inhabitants of the Town of Benton qualified to
vote in Town affairs
:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Community
Building in said Benton on the second Tuesday of March
next (the 13th) at 10 o'clock in the forenoon to vote
and act upon the following subjects
:
Article 1. To choose a Town Clerk; one Selectman for
for three years, John Boutin, Sr., being the outgoing
member; one Tax Collector; one Town Treasurer;
one Highway Agent; one Auditor; one Trustee
of Trust Funds for three years, Ira E. Elliott
being the outgoing member; one Library Trustee for
three years, Seraphine Harris being the outgoing mem-
ber; and all other necessary town officers and agents
for the ensuing year.
Article 2. To hear the reports of officers and agents
heretofore chosen and pass any vote relating thereto.
Article 3. To see if the Town will vote to raise $200
for repairs to the basement of the Community Building,
said sum to be added to the unexpended appropriation of
$220 in 1955.
Article 4. To see if the Town will vote to raise $12.68
for the White Mountains Region Association, being 10^
per $1000 of the assessed valuation, for the purpose of
issuing and distributing printed matter and advertising
and otherwise publicizing the advantages of the Town,
in cooperation with the other 45 towns in the region.
Article 5. To see if the Town will vote to raise $70.27
as the Town's share for construction of highways
(Town Road Aid).
Article 6. To see if the Town will vote to make any
alterations in the amount of money to be raised and
appropriated for the ensuing year as recommended in
the budget, and to raise and appropriate all sums so
determined.
Article 7. To see if the Town will vote to authorize
the selectmen to borrow money in anticipation of taxes.
Article 8. To see if the Town will vote to authorize a
discount of 2 percent on taxes paid before a date author-
ized by the selectmen.
Article 9. To see if the Town will vote to dispense with
delivery of inventory blanks until April 1st.
Article 10. To see if the Town will vote to observe
Memorial Day the same as in past years.
Article 11. To see if the Town will vote by ballot to
authorize the playing of beano in said town.
Article 12. The town meeting warrant shall remain
open for articles to be inserted by the selectmen until
posting date.
Article 13. To transact any other business that may
legally come before said meeting.
Given under our hands and seal this 6th day of





BUDGET FOR THE TOWN OF BENTON FOR 1956
Estimates of Revenue for the Year 1956 Compared with
Actual Revenue for the Year 1955
Actual Estimated
SOURCES OF REVENUE 1955 1956
From State of New Hampshire
Interest and Dividends Tax $ 102.19 $ 100.00
Railroad Tax 10.87
Savings Bank Tax
Class V Highway Maint. Allotment
Reimbursement a/c Exemption of
Growing Wood and Timber
For fighting Forest Fires
National Forest Reserve (one-half)
Bounties
From Local Sources Except Taxes
Dog Licenses
Interest Received on Taxes and Deposits
Income from Trust Funds
Income from Rental of Equip.-Truck
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Amount Raised by Issue of Notes
Accelerated TRA Program
From Local Taxes Other than Property Taxes
Poll taxes 130.00 120.00
Yield taxes 155.11 150.00
3.93
BUDGET FOR THE TOWN OF BENTON FOR 1956
Estimates of Expenditures for the Year 1956 Compared with





Election and Registration Expenses
















Interest on Temporary Loans
Interest on Long Term Notes
Payment on Principal of Long Term Notes 981.51




SUMMARY INVENTORY — 1955
Land and Buildings (Exclusive of Growing
Wood and Timber)
STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS AND TAXES




STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS AND TAXES
ASSESSED AND TAX RATE — 1955
(continued)
Interest on Taxes and Income from
Trust Funds 165.00
National Forest Reserve, 1954
(one-half) 414.03
Total Revenues and Credits $ 4,324.34
$ 5,062.09
Plus Overlay 242.37
Net Amount to be Raised by Taxation $ 5,304.46
Less 63 Poll Taxes @ $2.00 - 126.00
Amount to be Raised by Property Taxes $ 5,178.46
Net Valuation $132,781.00 x Tax Rate $3.90 = $5,178.46
w* eo-
12
TOWN OF BENTON— BALANCE SHEET
December 31, 1955
Assets
Cash — in hands of treasurer $ 2,315.01
Unredeemed Taxes (from tax sale on acct. of)
Levy of 1954
13
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY




Property, Poll, and Yield Taxes, Levy of 1955
DR.




Property, Poll, and Yield Taxes, Levy of 1954
DR.
Uncollected Taxes as of January 1, 1955
:




Interest Collected during Fiscal
Year 1955 60.47
Total Debits $ 2,021.69
CR.
Remittances to Treasurer Fiscal Year 1955
:
Property taxes $ 1,606.13
Poll taxes 48.00
Interest collected during year 60.47
Yield taxes 108.73
Abatements During Year, Poll taxes 4.00
Uncollected Taxes as per Collector's List
:
Yield taxes 6.16
Unredeemed Taxes as per Coll. List
:
Property taxes 188.20
Total Credits $ 2,021.69
Summary of Warrant
Property, Poll, and Yield Taxes, Levy of 1953
DR.
Uncollected and Unredeemed Taxes
as of Jan. 1, 1955




Interest Collected during Fiscal
Year 1955 8.06
Total Debits $ 256.84
CR.
Remittances to Treasurer Fiscal Year 1955
:
Property taxes $ 43.19
Interest collected during year 8.06
Yield taxes 31.44
Abatements during Year, Prop, taxes 1.83
Uncollected Taxes as per Coll. List
Yield taxes 19.94
Unredeemed Taxes as per Coll. List
Property taxes 152.38
Total Credits $ 256.84
Summary of Warrant
Property, Poll, and Yield Taxes, Levy of 1952
DR.
Unredeemed Taxes as of Jan. 1, 1955
Property taxes $ 27.06
Interest Collected during Fiscal
Year 1955 3.59
Total Debits $ 30.65
CR.
Remittances to Treasurer Fiscal Year 1955
Property taxes $ 22.55
Interest collected during year 3.59
Abatements during year, Prop, taxes 4.51
Total Credits $ 30.65
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Summary of Warrant
State Head Tax, Levy of 1955
DR.
State Head Taxes Committed to Collector
:
Original warrant $ 360.00
Added taxes 15.00
Total commitment $ 375.00
Penalties collected 1.00








Uncollected Head Taxes as per
Collector's List 135.00
Total Credits $ 376.00
Summary of Warrant
State Head Tax, Levy of 1954
DR.
Uncollected Taxes as of January
1, 1955 $ 145.00
Added Taxes 5.00
Penalties Collected 13.00
Total Debits $ 163.00
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CR.
Remittances to Treasurer during 1955
Head taxes $ 130.00
Penalties 13.00
$ 143.00
Abatements during 1955 15.00
Uncollected Head Taxes as per
Collector's List 5.00





Received from Lulu M. Clark, Tax Collector
:
1952 Property tax collected $ 22.55
1952 Property tax interest 3.72
1952 Property tax abatements 4.51
1952 Costs of advertising and sale 7.60
1953 Property tax collected $ 43.19
1953 Property tax interest 4.74
1953 Costs of advertising and sale
(property) 6.83
1953 Property tax abatements 1.83
1953 Yield tax collected 31.44
1953 Yield tax interest 3.41
1953 Costs of advertising and sale
(yield) 2.10
1954 Property tax collected $ 1,606.13
1954 Property tax interest 56.82
1954 Costs of advertising and sale
(property) 2.10
1954 Head tax collected 130.00
1954 Head tax penalties 13.00
1954 Head tax abatements 15.00
1954 Poll tax collected 48.00
1954 Poll tax abatements 6.00
1954 Yield tax collected 108.73
1954 Yield tax interest 3.65
1954 Taxes bought by town 205.40
1955 Property tax collected $ 4,084.71
1955 Property tax interest 1.05
1955 Poll tax collected 84.00
1955 Poll tax abatements 4.00





1955 Head tax penalties 1.00
1955 Head tax abatements 10.00
1955 Yield tax collected 88.11
Received from Wayne I. Wheeler, Town Clerk
:
1954 Motor Vehicle permit fees $ 1.00
1955 Motor Vehicle permit fees 403.92
1955 Dog licenses 10.00
Received from Ethel A. Boutin, Constable
:
1954 Dog licenses $ 7.00
1955 Do? licenses 31.00
Received from State of New Hampshire:
Reimbursement a/c State and
Federal Forest Lands $ 979.78
National Forest Reserve— 1955 899.12
State's Share Forest Fire Expenses 13.75
Interest and Dividends Tax 102.19
Bounties on porcupines 86.00
Bounties on bears 20.00
Railroad Tax 10.87
Savings Bank Tax 3.93
Received from Town Truck Hire
:
State of New Hampshire $ 584.85
Town of Benton 461.50
Town of Bath 91.80
Osmon Collins 10.50
P. R. Gregory 9.80
John Boutin, Sr. 12.00
Received from Trustees of Trust Funds
:









Received from Woodsville National Bank
:
Temporary loans in anticipation of taxes 2,000.00
Received from Woodsville Guaranty Sav. Bank
:
Long term note for accelerated TRA Program 1,650.00
Received from C. Howard Tyler
:
Memorial Day Donation 1.00
Total Receipts $ 14,336.28
Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1955 2,990.10
$ 17,326.38
Less Selectmen's Orders - 15,002.91
$ 2,323.47
Less Bank Charges - 8.46











Town officers' salaries $
24
SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS (continued)
Receipts Other than Current Revenue
Temporary loans in anticipation of taxes 2,000.00
Long term notes, accelerated TRA program 1,650.00
Gifts, Memorial Day donation 1.00
Total Receipts from all Sources $ 14,336.28
Cash on hand January 1, 1955 2,990.10
Grand Total $ 17,326.38
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SUMMARY OF PAYMENTS (continued)
Indebtedness
Payments on temporary loans in
anticipation of taxes $ 2,000.00
Payments on long term notes 981.51
Payments to Other Governmental Divisions
State Head taxes $ 203.99
Taxes paid to County 230.02
Payments to School District
1954 Tax 3,050.00
V2 1954 Nat. Forest Reserve 414.03
1955 Tax 375.00
V-i 1955 Nat. Forest Reserve 449.56
2,981.51
4,722.60
Total Payments all Purposes $ 15,011.37
Cash on hand December 31, 1955 2,315.01
Grand Total $ 17,326.38
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DETAIL STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
Detail 1. Town Officers' Salaries
James M. Leonard, trustee of trust funds $ 6.40
Forrest E. Clark, trustee of trust funds 6.40
Wayne I. Wheeler, trustee of trust funds 6.40
John Boutin, Sr., closing 1954 accounts 20.00
Ethel A. Boutin, closing 1954 accounts 20.00
James J. Page, closing 1954 accounts 20.00
Priscilla Boutin, closing 1954 accounts 20.00
Joseph Boutin, Jr., assessing 16.00
John Boutin, Sr., assessing 19.40
James J. Page, assessing 19.40
Wayne I. Wheeler, % town clerk's salary 37.50
Margaret E. Elliott. *4 town clerk's salary 12.50
Priscilla Boutin, treasurer's salary 50.CO
Ethel A. Boutin, relief agent's salary 8.00
Lulu M. Clark, tax collector's salary 50.00
Joseph Boutin, Jr., selectman's salary 25.00
John Boutin, Sr., selectman's salary 50.00
James J. Page, selectman's salary 75.00
$ 462.00
Detail 2. Town Officers' Expenses
James M. Leonard, dinners and mileage for
trustees $ 6.60
Town & Country Press, supplies 8.50
Town & Country Press, printing town reports 138.60
Edson C. Eastman Co., Inc., supplies 25.31
R. T. Bartlett Ins. Agency, officers' bonds 36.50
N. H. Assessors' Association, 1954 and 1955 dues 6.00
Joseph Boutin, Jr., dinner for selectmen 1.00
Edith J. Yeaton, gas for selectmen 7.76
John Boutin, Jr., stove for town office 12.00
John Boutin, Sr., expenses of selectman 2.45
James J. Page, expenses of selectman 2.60
F. J. Shores, transfer of deeds 2.09
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U. S. Auto and Truck Guide, for town clerk 16.00
Sargent Bros., tax bills 7.90
F. J. Shores, tax sale expenses 7.06
Lulu M. Clark, postage for tax collector 3.89
Margaret E. Elliott, gas for relief agent 1.45
Sec. of State (N. H.) , justice of peace fee 10.00
Wayne I. Wheeler, fees and expenses of town
clerk 45.24
Lulu M. Clark, fees and expenses of tax collector 27.58
Lisbon Sav. Bank & Trust Co., safe deposit box 4.40
Woodsville National Bank, service charges 8.46
$ 381.39
Detail 3. Election and Registration
Town Meeting
Ira E. Elliott, moderator $ 6.40
Joseph Boutin, Jr., selectman 6.40
Margaret E. Elliott, supervisor 12.80
Forrest E. Clark, supervisor 12.80
Ethel A. Boutin, supervisor 9.60
Wayne I. Wheeler, town clerk 6.40
Edson C. Eastman Co., Inc., supplies 1.70
$ 56.10
Detail 4. Town Buildings Maintenance
John Boutin, Jr., wood $ 60.00
John Boutin, Sr., wood 80.00
E. B. Mann & Co., paint 63.53
Joseph Boutin, Jr., repairs 2.50
The Stymest Co., supplies 4.25
$ 210.28
Detail 5. Police Department
Ethel A. Boutin, constable $ 12.00
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Detail 6. Fire Department
Haverhill Corner Fire Dept., fire at Page's $ 44.25
North Haverhill Fire Dept., fire at Page's 43.25
North Haverhill Fire Dept., fire at Elliott's 39.50
$ 127.00
Detail 7. Bounties
94 hedgehogs @ 50tf $ 47.00
Detail 8. Health Department
John Boutin, Sr., health officer $ 5.00
Detail 9. Vital Statistics
Wayne I. Wheeler, town clerk $ 5.50
Detail 10. Town Road Aid
State of New Hampshire, Town's share $ 70.28






John Elliott, Jr. 5.40
$ 374.50
Hire of Equipment
Town of Benton, truck 282.50
Supplies
E. W. Bailey & Co., Inc. $ 35.00
Parke J. Patten 5.75
Holbrook Grocery Co. 28.00
68.75
Repairs
Ideal Welding Shop 15.30
$ 741.05
Detail 13. Old Age Assistance $ 670.39
Detail 14. Memorial Day $ 18.08
Detail 15. Cemeteries
Mt. View
C. Howard Tyler, labor $ 45.90
Ira E. Elliott, labor 33.30
Jack Douglas, repairs 4.00
E. W. Bailey & Co., Inc., supplies 7.60
$ 90.80
East
Joseph Boutin, Jr., labor $ 49.80
John Boutin, Jr., labor 10.00
59.80
$ 150.60
Detail 16. White Mountain Region Assoc. $ 13.75
Detail 17. Abatements and Overpayments
1954 head tax abatements (3) $ 15.00
1955 head tax abatements (2) 10.00
31
1954 poll tax abatements (3) 6.00
1955 poll tax abatements (2) 4.00
1952 property tax abatement 8.54
1953 property tax abatement 5.72
Overpayment to treasurer .13
$ 49.39
Detail 18. Taxes Bought by Town $ 205.40
Detail 19. Interest
Paid on long-term note, town truck $ 54.14
Paid on temporary loans in anticipation of taxes 60.00
$ 114.14
Detail 20. Long Term Note
TRA Accelerated Program $ 1,600.00
Detail 21. Indebtedness
Paid on temporary loans in anticipation of
taxes $ 2,000.00
Paid on long term note, town truck 981.51
$ 2,981.51
Detail 22. School Tax
1/2 Nat. Forest Reserve, 1954 and 1955 $ 863.59
Appropriation 3,425.00
$ 4,288.59
Detail 23. County Tax $ 230.02
Detail 24. State Head Taxes $ 203.99
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TRUST FUNDS
Report of Trustees of Trust Funds for Year Ending
December 31, 1955
There are in custody of the Trustees the following
trust funds bequeathed to the town of Benton. The
income shown is that received during the year 1955
and the distribution of income is as specified by the
donors of the funds.




I have examined the accounts of the Selectmen,
Tax Collector, Treasurer, Clerk, Highway Agent,
Trustees of Trust Funds and Library Trustees and





For another year, the library has remained in-
active; no books were purchased, and no books were
loaned. However, several townspeople have borrowed
books furnished by the Bookmobile Service which makes
regular calls to supply the librarian with fresh reading
material for town use.





MEMORIAL DAY COMMITTEE REPORT
June 13, 1955.
TO : The Selectmen, Benton, N. H.
Following is a report of expenditures made by the






For Year Ending January 1, 1956
DISTRICT OFFICERS
School Board




















Mrs. Romina Boemig Benton Street School Grades 1-8
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SCHOOL WARRANT
To the inhabitants of the School District in the Town
of Benton, qualified to vote in district affairs
:
You are hereby notified to meet at the School and
Community Building in said district on the thirteenth
day of March, 1956, at two o'clock in the afternoon to
act upon the following subjects
:
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a member of the School Board for the
ensuing three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School
Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compensation
of any other officers or agent of the district.
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Commit-
tees, or Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating
thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in
relation to any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see what sum of money the district will raise
and appropriate for the support of schools, for
the salaries of school district officials and agents,
and for the payment of statutory obligations of
the district, and to authorize the application
against said appropriation of such sums as are
estimated to be received from the state founda-
tion aid fund together with other income; the
37
school board to certify to the selectmen the balance
between the estimated revenue and the appropri-
ation, which balance is to be raised by taxes by
the town.
9. To transact any other business that may legally








1. Salaries of District Officers $
2. Superintendent's Salary
3. Tax for Statewide Supervision
4. Salaries of Other Adm. Personnel
5. Supplies and Expenses
Instruction
6. Teachers Salary
7. Books and Other Instr'nal Aids
8. Scholars' Supplies
10. Supplies and Other Expenses
Operation of School Plant
11. Salaries of Custodians
12. Fuel or Heat
13. Water, Light, Supplies and Exp.
Maintenance of School Plant





18. Special Activities and Funds
Fixed Charges
19. Retirement
20. Insurance, Treas. Bond and Exp.
Capital Outlay
24. Contingency Fund 105.00 100.00




SCHOOL BOARD'S ESTIMATE FOR 1956-1957
School Board's statement of amounts required to
support public schools and meet other statutory obli-
gations of the District for the fiscal year beginning-
July 1, 1956.
Total amount required to meet school board's budget
as itemized in Column 4 of the Budget Report.
$ 7,909.50
Estimated Income of District
Balance June 30, 1956 $ 300.00
Federal Aid : Forest Reserve 400.00
State Aid 2,800.00
Income from Trust Funds 50.00
Tuition 500.00
We recommend that the District adopt the proposed
budget and raise and appropriate the sum of $7,909.50






Moved that the School District raise and appropriate
$7,909.50 and to authorize and direct the School Board
to apply against said appropriation such income as is
estimated by the School Board, exclusive of State Aid,
and upon the determination of the amount of State Aid
to be received by the School District during the next
fiscal year, to authorize and direct the School Board to
apply against such appropriation the sum to be received
from State Aid and with the School District Clerk
certify to the Selectmen the balance as an assessment
to be raised by the town for school purposes.
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS
July 1, 1954 to June 30, 1955
Receipts
Cash on Hand July 1, 1954 $ 94.80
Federal Aid — Forest Reserve 414.03
State Aid 737.85
Appropriation 4,308.36
Balance due on previous appro. 541.64
Income from Trust Funds 56.38
$ 6,153.06
Payments
Orders of the School Board $ 6,046.47
Cash on Hand June 30, 1955 106.59
-$ 6,153.06
July 1, 1955 to January 1, 1956
Receipts
Cash on Hand July 1, 1955 $ 106.59




Income from Trust Funds 53.84
-$ 4,033.57
Payments
Orders of the School Board $ 3,033.35






Cash on Hand June 30, 1955 $ 106.59








Total Average Average of Average
School Enrollment Attendance Absence Attendance Tardiness
Benton Street 10 9.7 .3 96.9 .83
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ANNUAL REPORT OF DISTRICT TREASURER
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1955
Cash on Hand July 1, 1954 $ 94.80
Received from Selectmen
Current Appropriation $ 4,308.36
Balance Previous Appropriation 541.64
Received from State Treasurer
State Aid 737.85
Forest Reserve 414.03
Income from Trust Funds 56.38
6,058.26
Total Amount Available for Fiscal Year $ 6,153.06
Less School Board Orders Paid 6,046.47




This is to certify that I have examined the books,
vouchers, bank statements and other financial records
of the treasurer of the school district of Benton of
which the above is a true summary for the fiscal year






To the School Board and Citizens of Benton
:
I herewith submit my thirteenth annual report as
Superintendent of Schools.
The total enrollment of the Benton school in 1954-
1955 was 10, the average membership 9.7 and the per-
cent of attendance 96.9. There were 10 pupils enrolled
in other districts; one pupil attended the elementary
school at Haverhill, three high school pupils attended
Woodsville and six pupils attended the elementary
school at Warren.
At the Benton Street school this year the total
enrollment is 14. There is one pupil attending high
school at Haverhill, six elementary pupils attending
Warren and five attending high school at Woodsville.
Mrs. Romina Boemig of Woodsville is a new teacher
at Benton School this year. She replaced Mrs. Christie
Jamieson who now teaches in the Lisbon Public School.
There are four tuition pupils at Benton this year.
These children come from the Wildwood district in
Easton and are transported by Mr. Joseph Boutin.
Mrs. Bigelow replaced Mrs. LaMott as school nurse.
Mrs. Bigelow resigned because of new duties at the
County Farm. At present we are without a nurse.
With its new coat of paint, the Benton Street School
and Community building presents a very attractive
appearance as one drives by. The interior is neat and
clean. The building is one which the community may
well be proud.
I wish to thank the School Board and the many









1. Salaries of District Officers
a. Ethel Boutin, school board
and clerk $ 23.50
b. James Leonard, school board 10.00
c. Lulu Clark, school board 10.00
d. Mary Wheeler, auditor 6.00
e. Lena Collins, treasurer 15.00
$ 64.50
2. Superintendent's Salary
a. Treas., Sup. Union No. 34 61.81
3. Tax for Statewide Supervision
a. Treas., State of New Hampshire 48.00
4. Salaries of Other Administrative Personnel
a. Ethel Boutin, census $ 8.00
b. Forrest Clark, truant officer 5.00
c. Treas., Sup. Union No. 34 33.29
46.29
45
7. Books and Other Instructional Aids
a. J. B. Lippincott Co. $
46
Maintenance of School Plant
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